June 2026
Dear Parents/Guardians:

The staff of Ecole Burton Ettinger Elementary would like to welcome Primary children as well as their parents and guardians to this first year of school. It is an important year for the children as they begin their school career. We anticipate that in developing a working partnership with you, the year will be a happy and successful one for your child!
Please feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher with any questions or concerns you may have at any time, 902-457-8922.
Sincerely,

Ms. J. Graham

Principal
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This is the beginning of a journey of lifelong learning for you and your child. For this journey to be as successful as possible, we must work together as a team to ensure that we always try to do what is best for your child. Our school hosts a caring and nurturing environment for your child, and we openly invite and welcome you to become a part of our family and school community.

We strongly believe in the African proverb that.....

“It takes a village to raise a child.”
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A new and important part of your child’s life is about to begin, “Starting School.”  This is an exciting time in your child’s life and a time that you should look forward to with positive anticipation from both you and your child. This booklet is designed to bring you information about our school: programs, routines, guidelines, and procedures. We hope this booklet will answer some of your questions and help make the beginning days happy, positive, and exciting for both you and your child.

THE PRIMARY YEAR
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The Primary year is unique in that it extends the home and/or preschool learning environment and orients the child to that of the public school. The Public School Programs (PSP) document states that the Primary program should prepare students for a confident start and satisfactory progress in school learning. To build naturally upon the various backgrounds of children as they enter school, the Primary program is child centered. An emphasis on language development as a foundation for literacy is complemented by opportunities for self-expression through art, music, and physical activity. Direct experiences designed for the child to explore, observe, and organize elements of the learning environment are the basis for language arts, mathematics, and integrated learning opportunities. 
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

The first day of school in September is often a very anxious day for students and caregivers. You can help the day run smoothly by talking with your child about the expectations and working with your child to have personal effects well organized and ready. 
On the first day your child should have:

· Indoor shoes (VELCRO please) – no black soles – appropriate for gym (to be kept at school)
· A backpack
· A small healthy recess snack
· A healthy lunch and drink (if your child stays for lunch)
· Kleenex 
At the sound of the dismissal bell, for those students who do not take the school bus, you may wait for your child at their dismissal door as we would like to see all the children leave together. This will help them get used to dismissal procedures. We are really looking forward to this first day! It is a very exciting day for us, too! If you ever have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the teacher or Principal at 902-457-8922. 
Your children are our main concern and communication between you and our staff must always be open to ensuring optimal learning for your child.
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OPENING DAY
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The big day has arrived! It is natural to feel a bit anxious and very excited. Anxious feelings and apprehension can be relieved by being prepared. The following suggestions can help make opening day less stressful for you and your child.

Know where to take your child. The Primary children enter the building through the entry doors that will be used today during our orientation meeting. Teachers will be on the playground before the first bell to greet students.
Please do not bring your children to school prior to this time. 
The children line up facing their dismissal doors at bell time with their classmates. This will be a good time to say good-bye to your child if he/she is comfortable. We request that you do not enter the building with your child as they start their first day to minimize disruption and to immediately begin to foster independence for your child as they begin their day.
We suggest you leave as soon as possible - large crowds of people can be upsetting to young children. Taking an early leave will be made easier if children are prepared and know what to expect. Go over the routine of the day with your child. Many anxious feelings for little ones can be relieved by their knowing exactly where to go and who is to meet them when school ends in the morning. Review this with your child several times before Opening Day.

Also, go over your route to school; bring a morning recess snack and discuss positive aspects of this exciting day.

We suggest you inform the teacher before Opening Day if you have any information you need the teacher to know, such as allergies, or information regarding who will be meeting your child at the end of the day. Remember, many parents and children will be arriving, and the teacher’s full attention is needed to welcome new students and make them feel comfortable in their new surroundings. If you do not yet know who your child’s teacher will be, please email the Principal (jgraham@hrce.ca) with the following information:
· Child’s Name

· Parents’ Names

· Phone Number

· Allergy (allergies)

· Medical Concerns

· Who will be meeting your child at end of day dismissal

· Custody agreements (copy to be provided to school)

· Other information you feel is important to share
When the day is over, at 2:40 p.m., the Primary teacher will bring the Primary children out through their dismissal doors to meet parents/guardians/caregivers.
HOURS OF THE SCHOOL DAY

8:25 a.m.

Supervision of students on the schoolyard 

8:35 a.m.

Bell rings – Students enter school
8:40 a.m.

Classes begin
10:20
a.m.

Recess Play Time (Recess 1) – Lower Grades
10:35 a.m.

Recess Play Time (Recess 2) – Upper Grades
11:50 a.m.

Lunch 

12:50
p.m.

Afternoon Classes begin

  2:40 p.m.

Instructional Day Ends
                                   Dismissal of All Students

Recess is an important break for the children and will be outdoors except during rainy days, snowstorms, or extremely cold weather. The children need this outdoor break and benefit from the fresh air and exercise. On days when the weather is inclement, students will remain supervised in their classrooms for recess break.

Children are not supervised after dismissal, and we request that parents/guardians make arrangements for their children following dismissal in order that they may be supervised.

On rainy days and days of extreme cold temperatures, children are permitted to enter the building. Please do not send children before morning supervision time (8:25 a.m.). 
Children should have footwear to put on after their outdoor shoes/boots are removed. It is important that appropriate footwear be worn in the event of having to evacuate the building. This pair of shoes must be kept at the school.
SCHOOL NOTICES

Please make a daily habit of checking your child’s backpack for notices, communication folders, and message bags.
STRUCTURE OF THE DAY:
· Primary students will attend full days beginning the first day of school. 
· The morning portion of the day is 8:25 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.
· Lunch break is from 11:50 a.m. – 12:50 p.m.
· The afternoon portion of the day is 12:50 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.
PROGRAMS, PROGRESS REPORTS AND CONFERENCES

Curriculum Night:
Curriculum Night takes place in early fall (September). This is a session where teachers meet with parents/guardians to outline programs and procedures in their classrooms. It is an important session and usually assists parents/guardians in understanding what their children are doing in school. The date for this event will be sent home during the first week of school.
Programs:

Mathematics
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The Primary mathematics program is an activity-based program that involves children in learning a wide range of mathematical concepts. The program actively involves children manipulating concrete objects in order to develop mathematical concepts. The concentration of the program is on real-life mathematical experiences rather than merely relying on practice sheets and drills. The children explore mathematical concepts through the use of materials such as:

*pattern blocks

*attribute blocks
       *geometric solids

*centicubes


*sorting materials       *graphing mats

*Unifix cubes

*balances

       *geoboards

*measuring devices

Children will work on concepts of patterning, graphing, measuring, sorting, and classifying, geometry, problem-solving, comparing, counting, number concepts, and computation. The children will be encouraged to develop mathematical vocabulary throughout their work with concrete materials.

Some suggestions for ways to encourage mathematical concept development at home:

1) finding patterns in clothing, wallpaper, food, ceiling tiles, etc.

2) sorting household items:

· in pairs,  (i.e. socks, mittens)
· by function (all the measuring spoons or cups)

· by size – big > little (lids & containers)

· by colour

· by weight

· by shape

3) measuring volume and capacity – using cups, containers, spoons to explore relationships – more, less etc. 

4) using magnifiers to look at common household items

5) measuring and comparing family height growth

6) setting the table (making decisions about how many, one to one

correspondence)


Language Arts
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The aim of the Language Arts program is to develop the components of language – reading and viewing, writing and other ways of representing, and speaking/listening. The children are actively engaged in all components from the beginning of the school year. They read letters written to the class by the teacher; they are actively involved in shared reading from big books; they write journals about their activities, feelings, observations, etc.; they write stories, labels, lists, etc.; they orally share ideas, descriptions of events, stories, and are encouraged to ask and answer questions.  They listen to the teacher and their peers. They learn language by using language in spoken and written form.

Suggestions for reading and writing activities to do at home:

· reading labels of groceries and print around the home
· reading mail together
· reading street signs and house numbers
· reading recipes and baking together
· reading signs and labels while shopping
· reading poems and self-made books to family members
· reading directions (crafts, lego, models)
· writing reminders/notes to family members and anyone of

importance - i.e.: Grandparents, Aunts/Uncles, Santa, etc.
· writing grocery lists of favorite foods to buy
· writing postcards and letters to friends and relatives

During story time, the love of reading and enjoyment of family time together ought to be the prime reason for these activities. As pre-schoolers, this seems to happen naturally. Once children start school, some parents feel pressure to turn these enjoyable moments into ‘reading lessons’ with expectations of accurate word recognition and isolated word cards. Please do not succumb! The following are some strategies that might help the children “tune in” to the print and “make-meaning” of reading without taking away from the enjoyment:

a) adult reads familiar story, leaving out parts that the child can predictably ‘fill in.’
b) child ‘reads’ the story to adult in their own words

c) when children are ready:

i) have them point to the words as you read

ii) have them predict what would make sense

for the next word/phrase, etc.

Some question suggestions, which are not meant to be a set list, are:
a) How did you feel about the book?

b) What was your favourite part?

c) What did the author/illustrator do in his/her book that 

you would like to do if you were writing a book?

d) When you close your eyes and think about that book,

what do you see in your mind?

e) What does this book remind you of in your own life?

Social and Emotional Growth/Values
Once again, the Primary year is a bridge between the familiar family environment and school. For 4, 5 and 6 six-year-olds, this means being a part of a much larger group of people and learning how to get along with a group in terms of rights, responsibilities, and respect. Children are learning to be self-reliant and co-operate with many other children and one adult.
At home, encouraging your child to take responsibility for dressing (zippers, shoelaces, Velcro on sneakers) might mean a little extra time to get ready but it will develop confidence and skill for school. Also, expectations that your child put away toys, clean up his/her mess, and help with household routines will reinforce similar behaviors at school. Little routines like having your child plan what needs to go in the schoolbag (i.e., library books, recess, etc.) will also help him or her develop planning skills and responsibility.

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW

Independence and self-reliance are important qualities for school-aged children. 
Your child should be able to:

· State his or her name and address, phone number, and parents’ names.
· Take off and put on his/her clothing. Boots should be large enough to slip on and off easily. Buttons and zippers should be easy to use, and clothing should be comfortable and appropriate for school and weather. Also, for safety, if your child is unable to tie his/her own laces, Velcro sneakers are the best alternative. Teachers do not have time to tie sneakers for all students. Making your child as self-sufficient as possible in tying their shoes (or Velcro) is helpful.

· Recognize his/her clothing. 
Important – label everything with your child’s name
· Stay with a group without Mommy or Daddy so they can line up and go on a class walk or trip. 
· Look after his/her toileting needs. 
· Your child could practice printing his/her name, eg. “Andrew” not “ANDREW.”
· He/she could benefit from some practice in cutting scissors and using crayons. 
We hope these suggestions are useful in creating a good link and partnership between home and school.

Physical Education
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Children participate in a physical education program three times a week. The clothing requirements for students are sneakers, shorts/sweatpants, and t-shirt (comfortable clothing). Sneakers are required for safety reasons, to prevent slipping while running. Velcro closures are excellent if your child cannot tie laces yet. With Velcro, the child is independent in getting the sneakers on, and there is not the safety concern as with laces untied. Be sure the clothing that your child wears is easy to run and jump around in.

Music Education
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The music program is offered 2 times per week for 30-minute classes. Music classes involve movement, actions, and singing. The children learn to read all or parts of many of the songs introduced in music class.

Library   
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The children visit the library once a week. They borrow and return books at this time. Please try to read stories brought home by your child. Sharing books with your child creates a love of literature in your child as well as a desire to learn to read.
Parents/guardians can help a child learn to care for books, to turn the pages properly (upper right-hand corner) and be responsible for their library book by having a special place at home for the library book. Children also need their parents’/guardians’ help in remembering to return the library books each week. It is important that the books be returned the morning of the assigned library day. This allows the library support specialist time to shelve the books and determine whether the child can sign out books for the coming week. 
We have a library support specialist who is assigned to our school 3 days per week. The library support specialist will read to the children and help them find two books to take home. 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

There are at least two scheduled conference periods during the school year, one in the fall and one in the spring. These conference sessions are important sessions for both parents/guardians and teachers to discuss the progress of your child. It is a time to share observations, ask questions, and plan strategies. Teachers welcome your questions and observations. Also, throughout the year, teachers may schedule conferences with parents/guardians when there is a need and parents/guardians may request conferences at any time when they feel a need. To arrange a conference, please contact the school (902-457-8922).
ASSESSING, EVALUATING, and Communicating STUDENT LEARNING  

The Primary program recognizes that children are individuals and every child is unique. The program accommodates the broad range of children - their needs, their learning rates and styles, and their knowledge, experiences, and interests. The Primary program honors the development of the whole child: the social, physical, intellectual, cultural, and emotional areas of development through active involvement and play.

We believe that assessment and evaluation, and communication of student learning in relation to the expected outcomes, must encourage students to engage positively in learning opportunities and to strive for personal success. Through ongoing, continuous, and informal assessment practices, teachers gain the insight needed to inform their teaching and their support of each child’s learning. In communicating student learning, teachers share information with the home to enhance our partnership in the education of our children.

We have developed a written plan for communicating the expected curriculum outcomes and student’s progress in relation to outcomes, entitled the “School Plan for Communicating Student Learning.”  You will be able to see a copy of this plan on our school website at www.bet.hrce.ca. We encourage you to visit our school website often as information is updated on this site on a regular basis.
RESOURCE PROGRAM

Ecole Burton Ettinger School offers individual and small group instruction for students experiencing extra difficulty with learning. This extra help is available to students through a Resource teacher.
Our school also has Early Literacy Support Teachers (ELST). Students from grades primary, one, and two who may be experiencing difficulty with language-based skills and who are eligible to receive this support, may visit with this teacher for support to supplement their school programming. ELST is an early intervention program. Usually, in the spring of the Primary year, children who appear to be experiencing notable difficulty acquiring early reading skills will be identified by their Primary teacher(s) and may receive support. Identified children will be individually tested by the Early Literacy Support Teacher. Students demonstrating the greatest need will be selected for the ELST Program. Parents/guardians will be contacted before the program begins. The ELST Program provides students with daily one-on-one instruction in both reading and writing.
SAFE ARRIVAL
SAFE ARRIVAL is a safety program set up here at the school and is operated through our PowerSchool data base system. It provides immediate notice to parents/guardians when their child or children have not arrived at school. It operates both in the morning and in the afternoon. The SAFE ARRIVAL program removes the guesswork but not the responsibility. The parent/guardian is ultimately responsible for each child’s safety by calling the safe arrival line to report your child’s absence. 
We would like to have advance notice of an absence. This is done by calling the toll-free SAFE ARRIVAL, interactive telephone system at 1-833-582-6940 anytime day or night prior to the absence.
You must also call if your child is going to be late. Whether your child is going to be five minutes late or more, we ask that you notify the SAFE ARRIVAL number. 
If your child is going to be absent or late, we ask you to call in regardless of whether you have already informed your child’s teacher or the principal. Your message should include:
1) the date

2) the child’s name/child’s grade, and teacher
3) the specific period of absence or estimated

time of arrival if the student is going to be late

Since the program operates on half-day increments, a morning absence needs to be distinguished from an all-day absence. If the situation changes and your child will be attending school, we ask that you call SAFE ARRIVAL to retract your original message. If this is not done, it may cause difficulties with determining if your child should be in school or not.
Mrs. Bodnarchuk, our school Administrative Assistant, will cross-check attendance information submitted by teachers electronically through our attendance procedures. The system will then send an automated message to parents/guardians who have not called in an absence to attempt to clarify any discrepancy. This phone call will be made beginning at 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

Please remember to inform us of any changes to your phone numbers or email addresses throughout the year so we have the most accurate and up to date information as automated messaging is one of the primary ways of communicating with families. Please also remember to notify your alternate contact person, or childcare provider (EXCEL or Magic Beings) if your child is going to be away from school.
SAFE ARRIVAL WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURE ALL UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES ARE RESOLVED. 
NOTE: PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CHILD’S SAFETY REMAINS WITH PARENTS/GUARDIANS.
HOME PROJECTS

Homework will be assigned (teacher’s decision on time frame) in the later part of the Primary year in the form of reading and mathematics practice. Please refer to the Provincial Homework Guidelines on our school website.

We encourage parents to participate in the education of their child in a variety of ways, including “home projects” such as the following:

· Let your child be a storyteller by choosing a book and retelling it to you, using the pictures as prompts. Help if you are asked, but do not worry about accuracy. Listen to the way your child tells the story.

· When your child comes home from school bursting with a story, listen to it; then invite your child to share the story with someone else – perhaps a grandparent – by drawing/painting it.

· Playing “I Spy” together will help your child’s ability to observe things carefully.


· Talk with your child about a family photograph. Point out details, talk about your feelings as you look at the photo. This will help your child to develop a sense of self.

· Have your child capture a special family tradition or celebration in words, drawings, or photographs. This will provide a lasting record of the occasion as well as a personal note that your child may wish to share with classmates.

· Encourage your child to make a family tree or draw a picture of the family. This will help make family relationships more concrete for your child.

· Let your child assist you with writing the family shopping list. This will allow first-hand experience with the value of literacy.

· Read a poem or teach a song to your child. Rhythm and rhyme help to make language patterns predictable.

· Help your child make ‘found poems’ with words cut from                 newspapers and magazines. The poems might be decorated with ‘found illustrations.’ This exploration will introduce your child to the newspaper and will help your child see language is fun.

· Have your child make a jacket to protect a favourite book, or a specially decorated bookmark for personal use or for a gift. Experience involving literacy helps to enhance its value.

· If you speak another language, teach some expressions to your child that might be shared in the classroom. 

· Help your child draw a map of your home or route to school. This will help build familiarity with sequence/spatial order.

· Encourage your child to develop a chart of household chores and who is responsible for each. This will build graphing and counting skills.

· Help your child follow a recipe, make a paper airplane, do a simple experiment, or build a kite. These experiences help your child to understand the usefulness of writing and will develop familiarity with following directions and sequencing.
· In the winter, look for animal tracks in the snow, and encourage your child to guess which animal made them. Foster your child’s curiosity about the natural world.

· Help your child to measure shadows at different times of the day. Build a sundial using a straw, Plasticine, and chalk. Where does the shadow fall in the morning? At lunchtime?  At naptime? At suppertime?

· Your child might enjoy making a wind chime or windsock and observing what happens as the wind blows at different speeds.

· Help your child record daily temperatures and then graph them. This will help develop graphing and classification skills.

· Your child might enjoy telling a story using shadow puppets. This will develop your child’s power of imagination and inference as well as knowledge of cause and effect and sequence.

· Encourage your child to do thoughtful things for neighbours: run errands, rake grass, or shovel snow.

· Let your child help sort the laundry. This will develop sorting skills and recognizing colors and articles that are the same/different.

· Go on a nature walk with your child. Talk about everything that you hear, see, smell, and so on. Encourage your child’s delight in and curiosity about the world.

· Listen to different kinds of music with your child. How does music make your child feel? What does the music make your child picture or imagine?

ACTIVITIES TO ENCOURAGE BEGINNING READING[image: image13.wmf]
Parents who provide a wide variety of real experiences for their children and encourage discussion of these experiences do a great deal to aid their children’s progress in reading. 
Here are some activities which will help your child when reading:

Picture Books
Talk about the pictures, encourage your child to point out and name things of interest – the cat, car, moon, etc. Help him/her to name unfamiliar objects/events. Allow him/her to turn the pages from the corners. 
Simple Stories
You can read a variety but let your child choose his/her favorites. He/she will get to know these so well that you will not be able to dare change a word or miss a page. Soon your child will be “reading’ these stories to their teddy bear. 
Experiences
Take every opportunity to talk with your child about everyday things, special outings, children’s games, and your job(s). This may slow you down but many of these experiences will aid him/her in understanding situations in books. 
Games
“I Spy” is an excellent game. “I spy something that starts with the same way as “wall” starts.” Later you can use the letter name (something that starts with “w”). 
Cutouts and Scrapbooks
Children love to cut out pictures and make a scrapbook. Make up sentences with your child about the picture and print them underneath. Make a color book and let him/her cut out and paste in red pictures on one page, green on another, etc. Print the word for them (in lower case letters). Collect and paste pictures of things which start with the same sound, e.g., dolls, dogs, drinks, etc. and print the letter for them.

CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE
If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. 

If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight. 

If a child lives with fear, he learns to be apprehensive. 

If a child lives with pity, he learns to feel sorry for himself. 

If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy.

If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty. 
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient. 
If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate. 

If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith. 
If a child lives with acceptance, he learns to love. 

If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself. 

If a child lives with recognition, he learns that it is good to have a goal. 
If a child lives with sharing, he learns about generosity. 
If a child lives with honesty and fairness, 

He learns what truth and justice are. 
If you live with serenity, your child will live with peace of mind. 
Dorothy Law Nolte
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NOTES AND QUESTIONS
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